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WEATHER

Daytime temperatures averaged 2 to

ii degrees below normal for most of the

period but averaged 4 to 13 degrees above

normal the last two days. Nights were

abOve normal the first half of the period

and below the latter half. Rainfall was

greater over the southeast half of the

State averaging a half to an inch of

precipitation while the northwest half

received less than a fourth of an inch.

GENERAL

Fall harvest is getting underway in

most parts of the State with scattered

showers slowing work temporarily. Top-

soil moisture supplies improved again

last week and as of last Friday were

short in 69% of the counties reporting

and adequate in 31%. Subsoil moisture

supplies remained unchanged at 92% short

and 8% adequate. A year ago, topsoil

was short in 93% and subsoil was short

in 92% of the counties.

CROPS

Wheat ground preparation and seeding

continues statewide with over 70% seeded

to date, compared to 70% for normal and

80% for last year at this time. Recent

moisture has helped wheat germination in
most areas.

Corn maturity continues ahead of

normal with over 80% mature. This compares

to 75% for normal and 85% for a year ago.
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Corn harvested for grain oontinues to make

good progress with 10% harvested, the same

as last year hut well ahead of normal.

Rains in some areas did slow harvest but

silage cutting has moved along well and is

nearing completion statewide.

Sot@hum harvest is also progressing

well over the State. Over 85% of the crop

is now ripe, greater than normal at 50% but

the same as last year. The crop is about

20% harvested, well ahead of the 5% normal

but the same as last year. A few reports

in the Southeast District indicate some

stalk breakage due to drought conditions

and stalk rot.

Soybeans are also progressing ahead

of normal with over 85% having shed their

leaves. This is ahead of normal at 65% and

last year at 80%. Over 65% are now mature.

This is greater than the 30% normal and 55%

a year ago. Nearly 20% have been harvested

to date compared to 5% for normal and 10%

last year.

Dr_ bean harvest has been progressing

well and is nearing completion in western

Nebraska. Sugar beet harvest should begin
this week.

Alfalfa hay growth has slowed in many

areas. To date, about 35% of the fourth

cutting has been harvested.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies

remained the same as last week with 92%

of the counties reporting short supplies.

Supplemental feeding continues on dry
pastures.

Precipitation, April 1 - September 24, 1976

NW NC NE CEN EC SW 8C SE

Total past week ............ 00 .20 .50 .50 .60 .00 .40 1.10

Total since Aprll 1 ....... 10.20 12.90 14.30 18.40 13.60 9.80 13.80 17.30

Normal since April 1 ...... 13.54 16.27 19.39 18.00 21.24 15.12 18.50 22.90
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